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1. How to apply

1. Read the relevant section of the application guidelines thoroughly, to check that you are eligible for funding;

2. Telephone us if you have any questions before you start to fill in the application form;

3. Fill in the Application Form, making sure it is complete and signed;

4. Prepare copies of any supporting documentation required;
5. Forward the application to us and making sure to keep a copy of the application for yourself. 

2. Individual Applicants - What we will fund

Future Talent believes that all children should be given equal opportunities to achieve in music, and the most able to excel. We make grants to gifted individuals suffering from financial hardship in order to nurture the talent of the future, as follows:
· Cost of Tuition
Future Talent makes grants to cover all or part of the cost of musical tuition for individuals whose families suffer from financial hardship. Whether whole or part funding is awarded depends on family income, and Future Talent encourages Applicants to seek matched funding where possible. Financial circumstances will be means tested according to the information given in the Application Form. The Trustees do not set a family income limit, above which they will not award a grant, as to do so would take no account of an individual family’s circumstances.

Future Talent will consider applications to fund both tuition the Applicant is already receiving and tuition the Applicant will begin to receive if funding is granted. 

Fees for examinations and the participation in orchestras and junior conservatoires will be considered also, and we ask that Applicants detail all possible costs for the year in the application form.

· Instruments
Future Talent gives, or loans instruments to gifted individuals whose families are unable to meet the cost of such an instrument themselves. (Please see the Future Talent Instrument Loan Terms and Conditions at the end of this document for more information about the loans scheme)
3. Funding Exclusions: what the charity will not support

Future Talent does not make grants towards any of the following:

· Any individual who does NOT fall between the ages of 5 and 18 when the application is received by Future Talent;

· Travel and accommodation costs;

· Instrument accessories (except those included on initial provision of an instrument) or sheet music;

· The cost of tuition that has already taken place, or;

· The cost of any instrument that has already been purchased.

4. Application Process for Individual Applicants

4.1 Applicants must be no younger than 5 years old and no older than 18 years old when their application is received by the Charity.

4.2 All grants are made for an initial period of one year, but may be extended to cover subsequent years and may continue subject to a level of attainment, which shall be determine by the Trustees and the Charity having sufficient funds to continue funding.

4.3 All parts of the Application Form must be fully completed. Please do not rely on supplementary documentation to provide answers as this will result in your application being ineligible for consideration by the Grants Application Committee;

4.4 Under most circumstances, Future Talent expects BOTH parents/legal guardians to complete the Application Form. If this is not possible, please tick the box at the beginning of the Application Form and give reasons when asked;

4.5 If you are applying for the loan of an instrument, please ensure you have read the Terms & Conditions concerning the loan of instruments to individuals (available from our website) and check you will be able to meet with these before you submit your application. If you have any concerns about the Terms and Conditions please contact Future Talent to discuss.

4.6  Please note that Future Talent encourages Applicants to look into other sources of funding, for two reasons. Firstly,  we cannot guarantee that the full amount of grant requested will be awarded. Secondly, we see partnership funding as a way of demonstrating commitment and increasing the chances that tuition will continue once Future Talent funding draws to a close. Any approaches made or being considered should be mentioned in the space provided on the Application Form.

5. Selection Process for Individual Applicants

5.1 All eligible applications will be considered by the Grants Application Committee against the same criteria, which are laid out in the Application Form and may be summarised as follows:

· Financial position of the family;

· Other family circumstances;

· Musical ability and ambitions of the Applicant, and;

· References obtained for the Applicant.

5.2 Incomplete applications will not be considered. If you have any trouble completing your application please contact Future Talent for help;

5.3 The Grants Application Committee meets four times per year. Applications will be considered at these meetings pending the formation of a grants committee. Dates of Trustees’ meetings are not published. 

5.4 All Applicants, successful or unsuccessful, will be notified in writing once a decision is made;

5.5 All Applicants’ details will be treated as confidential and personal details of successful Applicants will not be shared without permission;

5.6 The decision of the Grants Application Committee is final and no correspondence will be entered into.

6. Notes for Successful Applicants

6.1 If a grant is awarded for tuition, it is the responsibility of the Applicant and his/her parent or legal guardian to choose their own music teacher, subject to references and a copy of the teacher’s CV being provided to the charity. Future Talent will give advice if the successful Applicant does not have a teacher in mind, if requested.

6.2 Method of payment of the grant from Future Talent will be arranged between the parent/legal guardian/music teacher or Head Teacher up receipt of invoices or receipts. It is the responsibility of the Applicant and his/her family to arrange to pay the difference between cost of tuition and amount awarded, if applicable, directly with the teacher.

6.3 The grant will be released by Future Talent on receipt of a signed agreement form from the Applicant’s parent or legal guardian accepting the Terms and Conditions of the grant. 

6.4 If the grant is not being used for the purpose for which it has been awarded, Future Talent reserves the right to withdraw funding without notice and, furthermore, to demand that monies already released to the Individual be refunded to the charity. Future Talent will expect the cooperation of the music teacher and headteacher should this situation arise.

6.5 If the grant is being used for the purpose for which it was awarded but it is decided to be having no effect on the individual’s musical progress, Future Talent reserves the right to give one term’s notice to withdraw funding, and asks for the cooperation of the Individual’s music teacher in reaching this decision. 

6.6 In the case of instrument provision, the instrument remains the property of Future Talent and is loaned for the use of the Applicant only. It will be loaned to the Applicant for as long as the Applicant makes use of it, at which point it will be returned to the Charity at the expense of the Applicant and their family. 

6.7 It is the responsibility of the Applicant and their family to ensure the instrument is properly looked after and fully insured against damage and theft. No instrument will be released until proof of insurance is sent to Future Talent. The interest of Future Talent must be noted on the policy. 
6.8 The Applicant’s parent or legal guardian will be asked to agree to our terms and conditions concerning instrument loan.

6.9  Future Talent will expect successful Applicants to agree to participate in suitable publicity for the charity on request.

6.10  Sensitive personal data and financial information included in successful applications will be kept on file until funding has ended, upon which date it will be destroyed. Personal data of the Applicant and his/her family will be kept on our database for marketing purposes only, unless you ask us to remove it. The Applicant’s name will be kept on file indefinitely.

7. Notes for Unsuccessful Applicants

7.1 All unsuccessful Applicants’ personal data will be kept on file for a period of one year, after which it will be destroyed. Sensitive personal data and financial information included in an application will be destroyed as soon as the decision is made that the application has been unsuccessful. Applicants’ names (first and last) will be kept on file indefinitely.

7.2 Unsuccessful applicants may reapply once a period of one year has elapsed. Individuals who reapply should take note of the fact that all documentation referring to their previous application will have been destroyed (with the exception of their name and should resend all information.

8. Evaluation Process

It is a requirement of any grant made for any purpose that the successful Applicant takes part in an evaluation process. The evaluation process is as follows:

8.1 Short written/oral updates (as appropriate) from the successful Applicant to be provided four times a year. We welcome supplementary information with these updates – copies of exam certificates, press cuttings for concerts they have taken part in etc (copies only please!);

8.2 Short written updates from the successful Applicant’s music teacher, to include attendance record, to be provided at the end of each school term;
8.3 A possible visit from either a Future Talent Trustee or regional volunteer, 6 months into each year of funding;

8.4 A yearly evaluation report, to be filled in by the successful Applicant with the help of their parent or legal guardian, and;

8.5 A yearly evaluation report, to be filled in by the successful Applicant’s music teacher.

Further details on evaluation will be provided if a grant is awarded.
Future Talent Instrument Loan Terms & Conditions
NB: These are for information only at this stage. Once a formal offer is made, another copy will be sent to be read through and signed by the Parent or Legal Guardian of the Recipient and returned to Future Talent.

By accepting the donation of this Instrument on behalf of my son/daughter, I agree to the following:

1. I agree to take full responsibility for the instrument. I agree to insure and keep insured the instrument in my name with a reputable insurance firm against loss, damage and theft (both when the instrument is in its usual place of use (the home) and also when the instrument is taken outside its usual place of use), and to produce the insurance policy schedule to Future Talent upon request. I further agree to use my best endeavours to ensure that the chances of loss, damage and theft are kept to a minimum whilst the instrument is in my care.

2. I agree to take good care of the instrument. This includes organising and paying for repairs to the instrument in the case of any damage (both accidental and otherwise) and ensuring that when the instrument is returned to Future Talent, it is in the same condition as it was when the instrument was donated (fair wear and tear excepted). 

3. I agree to keep the instrument in my care until it is no longer needed, or until my child reaches eighteen years of age, whichever is sooner. Once the instrument is to be returned, I agree to return it promptly to Future Talent. I will not pass the instrument on to any other third party, not once I have finished with it or at any time during the period of donation UNLESS PERMISSION IS GRANTED IN WRITING BY FUTURE TALENT.

4. I agree to keep Future Talent updated as to my child’s progress with the instrument. I also agree to any comments made by myself to Future Talent about the donated instrument, and my child’s progress with that instrument, being used by Future Talent for publicity and promotional purposes where necessary.

5. I agree to pay the costs of delivery for the return of the instrument at the end of the period of donation. 

6. I understand that Future Talent may ask for the instrument back at any time. Should this occur, I understand that I will be given a notice period of one month, at the end of which the instrument must be returned to Future Talent. In the event of Future Talent asking for the instrument back, costs of delivery from my home to Future Talent will be incurred by Future Talent.

7. Should I, or my child, act at any time during the period of donation in a manner considered to be in breach of this agreement, resulting in Future Talent asking that the instrument be returned, I agree to return the instrument immediately. I also agree to pay for any delivery costs incurred by the return of the instrument.
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