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Future Talent Coombs Scholarship
The Future Talent Coombs Scholarship was established in 2007, in memory of the Charity’s first Administrator, Lucy Coombs who tragically died that same year. Lucy had been with Future Talent from its inception in 2004 and her enthusiasm and dedication during that period of growth, laid the foundations that have enabled us to get to where we are today.

The purpose of the award is to provide funding for exceptionally talented young musicians of any genre aged between 16 and 18 who are in transition from full-time education to music specialism. The award is given to cover costs to enable recipients to make this leap and to progress with their musical education and continue into a subsequent career.
2010 marks the opening of nominations for the first Coombs Scholar.

The Future Talent Coombs Scholarship is a new award within Future Talent and is the most prestigious made by the Charity.

A single prize of £6,000 will be given to one exceptionally talented musician between the ages of 16 and 18, that can be used to fund any aspect* of the winner’s musical progression. 
(including the cost of a new instrument, academic fees or specialist tuition/course fees)
For its inaugural year, applications are open to individuals who live, are studying in, or are associated with the music services in the following areas:

Greater London

East Hull & East Lincolnshire

Greater Manchester
Oxfordshire

* please note that this award must be spent on musical elements and is not permitted to be used for general costs such as travel and accommodation

Application Criteria

The application process is not open to applications from musicians themselves. Instead, potential winners are nominated by teachers and/or their local music service.

In this way, we ensure that the Coombs Scholarship is awarded to the most worthy and dedicated musician and that nominees are not only judged on their musicianship but also overall dedication to their musical studies.

In order for them to be nominated, musicians must meet all of the following criteria:

· To hold an ABRSM Grade 8 with distinction (or equivalent) on their primary instrument;

· To be no younger than 16 and no older than 18 years of age on 21st May 2010;

· To fit the aims and objectives of Future Talent;

· To be a musician of exceptional talent and aptitude;

· To have the desire and potential to pursue a career in musical performance.

Application and Selection Process
In order to be nominated for this award, the student’s own tutor or a representative from the Music Service must complete a Coombs Scholarship nomination form and return it to the Future Talent office.

Forms are available to download from the Future Talent website www.futuretalent.org.

All nominations must be received by Friday 21st May 2010. Applications will then be assessed by the Future Talent Grants Committee and the final results will be announced in mid-June 2010.

Please note that if the musician does not hear from us by Wednesday 30th June 2010, then the application was unfortunately not successful.

If you have any queries about any aspect of the Coombs Scholarship, please get in touch.
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